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Press Release  
 
Esch-Schifflange: green light for preliminary urban planning studies 
 
The "Government - ArcelorMittal - Municipalities" Consultation Committee has 
validated the first phase of studies to redevelopthe former steelworks site 
presented by Agora. It thus confirms the continuation of the investigation process 
by launching the preliminaryurban planning phase. 
 
 
 
Less than eighteen months after presenting an initial diagnosis of the condition of the 
former Esch-Schifflange industrial site, this within the mandate given to it by the 
government and ArcelorMittal, Agora, the development company responsible for the 
development of Belval, elaborated on new guidelines and proposals for redeveloping the 
brownfield site before the members of the "Government - ArcelorMittal - Communes" 
Consultation Committee meeting held on MondayFebruary 11th, 2019 at the Ministry of 
Energy and Spatial Planning.  
 
This meeting, initially scheduled for late autumn 2018 and postponed due to the electoral 
calendar, was held in the presence of representatives of the State, ArcelorMittal and the 
mayors of the town of Esch-sur-Alzette and the municipality of Schifflange.  
 
Its main objectives were to provide an update on the current state of the investigations and 
to define the framework for implementing the next stages of the feasibility study, withfinal 
conclusions expected by the end of summer 2019.  
 
 
Diagnostics and method confirmed 
 
The first expert analyses presented in September 2017 had highlighted the technical 
feasibility of redeveloping the brownfield into an urban site from the perspective of the 
environmental constraints linked to its history and the conditions of its use. They had also 
stressed the prospect of a mixed development with a strong residential character that could 
offer a real opportunity for the region in view of the scarcity of land reserves for housing in 
the south of the country. 
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On the basis of these initial positive conclusions, Agora worked with numerous national and 
international experts to identify the avenues for a new phase of the investigation in the form 
of an international consultation on urban planning. All the information gathered by Agora 
was presented to the committee members. They are based on three fundamental principles, 
namely  
 

- The definition of an economically viable mixed-use urban project, 
- The design of a participatory and interactive approach involving experts and the 

population throughout the process,  
- The integration of a strong and open forward-looking dimension to innovative 

initiatives.  
 
 
All actors of the urban design workshop – meeting at the end of March 2019 
 
It is in this context and on this basis that the development company presented its proposal 
to organise an interactive "urban design workshop", open to the involvement of the 
interested general public, at the end of March 2019. 
 
The desired objective and expected result from this innovative approach are clear. "With this 
pragmatic approach, completely new in the Grand Duchy, we want to define, with the help 
and critical eye of all, the outlines of an urban project that we will initiate, but the outcome 
of which will be judged in twenty years' time by the next generation," says Frank 
Vansteenkiste, President of Agora. 
 
Nearly forty national and international teams have already been approached and have 
expressed their interest in and availability for being involved in the exercise. In parallel, a 
selection committee comprising experts and representatives of the site owners was set up 
by Agora. Its mission will be to retain a list of four teams to take part in the workshop.  The 
final selection will be announced by Agora on March 7, 2019.  
 
The urban design workshop will take place from 29 March to 5 April 2019 on the site of the 
former steelworks. The presentation of the programme and the ways for implementing 
public involvement are being prepared and will be detailed at the presentation of the four 
teams selected to participate in the urban design workshop. 
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As a reminder, the former Esch-Schifflange steelworks site was operated from 1871 to 2012. 
In addition to the 54 hectares of the production site, which includes part of the estate of the 
Domaine Schlassgoart, the investigations entrusted to Agora by the State and ArcelorMittal 
also cover an additional 8 hectares belonging to the Railway Fund. 

 
 
 
 
Agora  
The limited partnership ("société en commandite") AGORA s.à.r.l. et Cie is a private-law 
company incorporated in October 2000 as part of a partnership agreement between the 
State of Luxembourg and ARBED (today the ArcelorMittal group). Its mission is to showcase 
and develop the industrial brownfieldsof former Luxembourg steelworks sites in the general 
interest, from a scientific, social, ecological, cultural and spatial planning point of view. This 
must be done in keeping with private company sector management principles . As a 
development company, Agora is thus responsible for the planning and implementation of 
the projects entrusted to it and for urban landscaping.  
 
Contact: 
 
Yves Biwer    AGORA s.à r.l. et Cie, secs 
Tel.: +352 / 26 53 44 - 1  3, Avenue du Rock’n’ Roll 
Fax +352 / 26 53 44 44  L-4361 Esch-sur-Alzette  
presse@agora.lu   www.agora.lu 
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