
THE FUTURE  
“PLACE DES BASSINS”.
The Place des Bassins will be the central 
node of the future new mixed Central 
Square district. So Agora had to think 
about the best way to undertake a quite 
exceptional project for this square.  

To this end, an architecture competition 
had been launched in November 2017. A 
jury of experts from different fields made 
a first selection in March 2018 and then 
a final choice in May 2018. 

The winner of this competition is 
a preliminary design created by a 
partnership between the Luxembourg 
architectural practice “Metaform 
Architects”, the urban planners “Latz 
+ Partner” (DE) and the structural 
engineers “HLG” (LU).

Through its concept, Metaform proposes 
to connect the two basins of the old 
sintering plant by a ramp designed as 
a curve in the shape of a single “infinite 
loop” which symbolises the blend 
of the former industrial site and its 
revitalisation in urban space. 
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The south basin, designed as a small 
sunken amphitheatre surrounded by 
tiers, will function as a public square 
with an intimist character, revealing part 
of the existing structures. 

As for the north basin, it will have a 
restaurant with large bay windows 
opening onto a panoramic terrace and 
completed below by a vast space with the 
appearance of an aquarium laid out as a 
bar-lounge. 

The whole thing will offer an exceptional 
and direct viewing angle over the square 
but also over an expanse of water and 
lush gardens laid out in the former 
industrial structure. The unique size 
and character of this basin will provide 
the enjoyment of an exceptional setting 
and public space enhanced by the 
transparent effect of the restaurant and 
aquarium architecture.

“CORPORATES” 
CHOOSE BELVAL. 
The Luxembourg subsidiary of the 
multinational consulting company 
Deloitte has chosen Belval as its 
second establishment in Luxembourg. 
Indeed, the “Terres Rouges” building 
was chosen by the “Big Four” who have 
leased approximately 4,000 m² of office 
space. A total of 230 Deloitte employees 
have moved to Belval since September.

Pictet Bank and the companies Tadaweb 
and Ahrs have also chosen to increase 
their administrative space in Belval.
To date, more than 18,000 m² of offices 
have been let or pre-let in Belval since 
January 2018, which promises an 
exceptional take-up for the area and a 
sharp drop in vacancy.
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CENTRAL SQUARE, 
THE FUTURE JEWEL 
OF BELVAL.
The development of Central Square, a 
mixed urban district of 180,000 m² in the 
centre of Belval, is making great strides.

From the point of view of the market 
launch, three plots of land in this district 
were the subject of an architecture 
competition organised by Agora. The  
development capacity of these plots 
represents a total of 39,000 m² earmarked 
for housing, tertiary activities and retail.

Twenty or so national and international 
developers partnered with teams of 
renowned architects submitted their 
tenders proposing innovative high-
quality projects.

Tralux Immobilier – Petitdidierprioux 

To decide between the competitors, 
Agora put together a selection committee 
made up of well-known experts in 
different domains such as architecture, 
urban planning, the property market, 
sustainable development and sociology 
as well as representatives of the 
various ministries concerned and the 
municipality of Sanem where these plots 
are situated.

The results of the competition were 
announced in August. The plots of land 
were allocated to the companies Atenor 
Group (BE), Tralux Immobilier (LU-
FR) and to the property development 
association Soludec / Asars (LU). The 
start of the construction works is 
scheduled from 2019. 

From the urban planning point of view, 
Agora takes particular care in dealing with 
spaces open to the public while ensuring 
that some elements of the former 
steelmaking complex are highlighted. On 
Central Square the contours of former 
cooling ponds will serve as a reference 
to define a lively central pedestrian 
precinct intended to become the major 
convergence point for the whole of the 
Square Mile quarter. In due course, it will 
be located on the main pedestrian axis of 
the quarter with the ground floors given 
over to diversified retail activity.

To optimise the integration of these 
former ponds and ensure the urban 
planning and architectural quality of 
the future square, Agora has decided 
to launch an architecture competition. 
The procedure of calling for tenders and 
candidate selection will be set in motion 
from the end of 2017. Parallel with the 
scheduling and development actions in 

progress, Agora has launched a tender 
procedure on five new plots on Central 
Square. The tender-receiving process is 
closed as of now. The review of the many 
files is ongoing.

Among the properties built, two buildings 
have been delivered this summer on the 
Square Mile, these are the Galileo project 
(11,000 m²) mainly providing different 
types of student accommodation as well 
as the Southlane 3 tower (6,500 m²), a 
mixed building offering retail, offices 
and flats.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
ON THE SQUARE MILE?
With regard to the three preliminary 
building projects developed by 
competition at the end of 2017 (plots 
39, 46 and 47), Agora submitted the 
P.A.P. modification file essential to the 
completion of these projects during July. 
Construction is expected to start in mid 
2019. In these three buildings, more 
than 15,000 m² of offices and around 200 
high-end apartments are planned.

The nursing home project initiated in 
2016 is now taking shape. Agora sold the 
land in September and the developers 
are waiting for their building permit to 
begin construction. In total, more than 
14,000 m² devoted to services for the 
elderly will be built on this plot 29.
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The last plot in the Esplanade area 
was also sold this summer. This sub-
district of the Square Mile is now fully 
commercialised and the works are 
progressing well.

OPENING OF THE 
”LUXEMBOURG 
LEARNING CENTRE”.
Our own Belval students attended the 
inauguration of their new university 
library at the start of the 2018 academic 
year. With more than 10 km of shelving, 
our academics can now gather 
information in a very special atmosphere 
blending old hall, modern architecture 
and advanced digitisation technologies. 

Indeed, in its construction, this building 
takes up the steel structure of the 
former “Mollereï” integrated into an 
avant-garde concept. For information, 
this library is not exclusively reserved for 
students but is also open to the public.

BELVAL NORD.
The last plot of land still available on 
Belval Nord was put up for sale by 
Agora in June. For this reason, a call for 
tenders had been launched and many 
well-known developers expressed their 
interest in being able to develop this last 
building which will be the sticking point 
for this quite special district. 

Indeed, with its “Public Green” and its 
“soft mobility” orientation, Belval Nord 
offers rare peace of mind and well-being 
for an apartment block district.

BELVAL SUD.
In parallel with the completion of Belval 
Nord, Agora is actively working on the 
development of the Belval Sud district. 
Like its northern counterpart, Belval Sud 
is a residential district but its concept 
is more family oriented and richer in 
different typologies. 

To date, the earthworks are progressing 
well and Agora hopes to start marketing 
the first plots of land by the end of 2020. 
The primary school and the differentiated 
school sites planned in this district and 
built at the initiative of the commune 
of Sanem are taking their course. The 
handover of the buildings is scheduled 
for 2020.
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